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S h o u l d  Congress think?
We suspected as much before and now.it s been confirmed' 

The nation s lawmakers are so busy busy busy that they have 
no time for quiet reflection on the laws they are m aking )

A studv bv the House Cofnmission on Administrative 
Ro\ lew (ie;*ded by Rep David R Obey. D-Wis found that the . 
uvei .ge congressman puts in an U-hour day but only has U 
minutes just to sit and think
•vWiili 'iii.'ljir precision threb minutes are spent w(,th the 
House leadership 26 minutes with constituents 46 minutes 
answering mail jnd,53 minutes conferring with staff 
• Foui hours and 25 minutes of a House member s working 

da\ arc rtiken up on the House floor or in committee and sub­
committee meetings the number of which has more than 
duubM in,the past 20 years In the same period the length of 

'Crs-cmrrs-hac almost doubted' rfftfrh 937 hours.to 1 789 hours I 
K jrih  d" members have sufficient blocks of time when 

th> .in1 <ret from the frenetic pace of the Washington tread 
null sa\s the report 

The sjme problem presumably exists in the Senate 
li seems worth pointing out thafthe report was released just 

about the time ( ongress was evacuating Washington for its 
fifth rv< ess this \ear These recesses which have ranged from 
three da>> to a month as in the present case certainly con­
stitute blocks of time off the treadmill 

Political fen< es are in constant need of repair back home of 
-rfflil this is what occupies most congressmen during a.

I v a n  D . E .  B e a u m o n t

T H E  B U C K  

E N D S  H E R E

Big cat is real thing

Martha Angle and 
Robert Walters ' IN WASHINGTON

Advance slush fund warning

ret i ss Hut we hope some of them will be able to hang out the 
i.oiH Hshin sign at least for a few days 
It onK congressmen didn t have to pass laws satisfy con 

SDlutnts and run for re-election why they could probablv 
d< \elop into some of the finest thinkers anvwherer  ^  .

4 S  TIME G O E S B Y

Porter named
FORTY YEARS AGO 

--19 37- 
Grove Porter, Nebraska City 

orchardis!, was named to the 
National Apple Stabilization 
Committee, which was to assist 
in the nationwide Apple-A-Day 
to move the surplus apple 
crop The Otoean,”  school 
newspaper at Nebraska City 
Senior High., received an. in̂  
temational first place award for 
excellence from the Quill and 
Scroll, an international honorary 
soc.-ty for high school jour­
nalists Nebraska City grain 
men said com prices would drop 
to.about 50 cents per bushel due 
to the assurance'of a good crop 
•and the scarcity of feeders in the 
last two years The Otoe 
county board discussed the 
possiblity of establishing a 
county grocery store for relief 
clients

TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO 
-1952 -

The city council adopted a 
resolution protesting the 
granting of authority to the City 
of Omaha tu dump its garbage 
into the Missouri River Tons of 
Omaha garbage were then 
dumped into the riv e r

Hamburg began its Gay 
N i n e t i e s  f a l l  
festival Nebraska C ity ’s 
Dean Thiesfeld opened his 
coaching career with his Sumner 
sextet winning a 52-0 decision 
over Anselmo .Mrs Charles 
Ott's rose bed sank some 20 feet 
into the ground The bed had 
been buil  ̂aver an old well 

TEN YEARSAGO 
- 19 6 7 -  

Glen Brawner, Nebraska City, 
tied for first in the second flight 
at Ross’ Steakhouse invitational 
golf tournament . Mrs Henry 
Abker, Nebraska City, 
celebrated her 85th birthday at 
her home She was a former 
Nebraska City N ews-Press 
correspondent from the Otoe 
com m unity N early  ,600 
persons attended the Knights of 
Columbus F a ll Festival in 
Nebraska City R elatives 
gathered at the home of Mr and 
Mrs Fred Newby to honor the 
Newby’s son, E  1 Roger Newby, 
who completed basic training at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri

WASHINGTON (NEA) -  
Members .of the House of 
Representatives are about to 
reveal, for the first time, 
financial details of the “ slush 
funds”  maintained by scores 
of legislators — but don't 
expect any startling 
disclosures 

In recent decades, senators 
and representatives turned to 
“ office accounts,” financed 
through private contributions 
from both friends and special 
interest groups, to pay 
numerous expenses not 
covered by official 
congressional allowances,

By far the most common use 
of those funds was to finance 
the printing of newsletters 
used in mass mailings to the 
legislators’ districts. Other 
typical items included coffee 
machines for office employees 
and flowers for hospitalized 
constituents 

T h e se  e x p e n d itu re s  
provoked little controversy, 
but a  significant minority of 
the House membership — 
reliably estimated at 10 per 
cent of the 435 representatives 
— used office accounts as 
“ slush funds”  to pay for 
vacations, personal travel, 
membership dues in private 
clubs, liquor and parties.

Those abuses generally 
were confined to the House, 
where the funds could be 
m aintained in complete 
secrecy The Senate adopted a 
ru le  in 1968 requiring 
disclosure of all money 
received and spent through 
office accounts 

The information pertaining 
to the House also should have

been' available to the public 
years ago because in late 1974- 
Congress passed a law  
requiring that office account 
contributions “ shall be fully 
disclosed in accordance with 
rules promulgated by the 
(Federal Election) Com­
mission ”

__But the commission, aware
that it was dealing with a 
political "hot potato,”  
proceeded slowly and 
cautiously At one point during 
its protracted deliberations, a 
spate of ne,ws accounts 
described the abyses of the 
office accounts and suggested 
voluntary disclosure

Thomas B Curtis, then 
chairman of the commission 
and a former member of the 
House himself, oblijged his 
nervous erstwhile colleagues 
with a letter assuring them 
that they were “ under no legal 
obligation to report until the 
commission issues its 
regulations ”

The tentative regulations' 
finally were approved by the 
commission in late July 1975 
— more than two years ago — 
but Congress included in the 
law establishing the com­
mission a provision giving 
itself veto power over all 
proposed rules.

Complaints from the Senate 
about the tough new 
guidelines forced the com­
mission to withdraw the initial 
version, redraft it and submit 
a revision two months later, at 
the end of September 1975.

The new approach still 
didn’t satisfy the Senate, 
which vetoed it in early Oc­
tober Two months later, the

commission sent to Congress a 
third version, but while it was 
awaiting the approval of the 
Supreme Court ruled that the 
commission itself had been 
unconstitutionally 
established.

Congress didp’t get around 
to legally reconstituting the 
commission until May 1976. 
Five days after being rein­
carnated, the com m ission 
again proposed, for the fourth 
time, its o ffice account 
regulations But Congress 
adjourned for the year before 
it had a chance to consider the 
new rules for the requisite 30 
“ legislative days,”  thus again 
delaying implementation.

Early this year, the com­
mission sent the rules to 
capitol Hill for a fifth time and 
on Ajpril 13 they finally at­
tained the force of law . 
Disclosure forms, due on Oct. 
15, will be mailed this month 
to all members of Congress

But it really doesn’t matter 
anymore The public reports 
will only cover transactions 
since the date the regulations 
went into effect, and thei 
political operators in Congress 
have been on notice for-more 
than two ye’ars that man­
datory disclosure was coming.

“ It wasn’t just ‘handwriting 
on the wall,’ it was a neon sign 
hung on the side of the 
Capitol,”  says one House 
veteran. “ Any fool who didn’t 
have sense to take advantage 
of the long delay and clean up 

■4iis office account deserves 
whatever embarrassment he 
receives.”

Today In H is to ry  T O O  S te e p  a  p r i c e ?

HOW TO CONTACT 
YOUR LEGISLATOR

Senior Edward Zorinsky 
Up7 D.rksen Office Building 
Wash nqton O C 20310

Sena’or Carl Cj Mis
22)3 OnWscn Office Building
Washington D C ?0J10

Repr< tentative Charles Thone 
2431 Office Building
Wa*,rwiqlon DC 2051S

A

R* pr< ,vnt,»iiv<* John Cavanaugh 
4*4 Cannon OMiC( Building 
Wast-.n̂ lon O C ?0S»5

fc't u'l .ei i«itive Virginia Smith 
’COS Li>r qwo/tl* Office Builrlmg 
V*a«r. *g»on* d C ?0$15

n * to r  C a lv in  C ci 
Nebraska 68307 
nor^ : 7i 3139

By The Associated Press

Today is Sunday, Sept 18, the 
261st day of 1977 There are 104 
days left in the year 

Today’s highlight in history 
On this date in 1793, Presi­

dent George Washington laid 
the cornerstone of the Capitol 
Building in Washington 

In 1759, the French surren­
dered Quebec to the British 

In 1810, Chile declared inde­
pendence from Spain 

In 185°, the United States 
Congress passed the Fugitive 
Slave Act, permitting slave­
owners to reclaim slaves who 
had escaped into other states 

In 1931, Japan began military 
occupation of Manchuria.

In 1961, United Nations Secre­
tary-General Dag Ham- 
marskjold was killed in an air­
plane crash in Northern’ Rho­
desia

Today’s birthday , Fprn

Business must pay 
for tax concessions

j St.it* S**r>ator Nelson Mer; 
North McLean Street 
Falls City Nebraska 6835$ 
Hom«* Phom i4S S276 
Office Pho» t 471 2733

NEW YORK -  (LENS) -  
As President Carter prepares 
this month to fulfill an elec­
tion pledge to reform the tax 
system, he has rediscovered 
the truth of that famous 
passage in Edmund Burke's 
1774 speech on American tax­
ation “ To tax and to please, 
no more than to love and to be 
wise, is not given to men ” 

For though the proposals 
the White House will send to 
Congress are not yet final. 
Wall Street and industry lob­
byists are already attacking 
those elements of the tax 
package they fear will go 
against them 

K ites flown by Michael 
Blumenthal, the secretary of 

Today’s birthday , F o rn jfii^ lje T re a su ry , and othersMye 
^ginh^sl«ift>*43reta Garbo '

years.old *”  *'
Thought for today I used to 

talk to myself even before I 
went to HolJ^wood, but after I 
got there I found that I was an­
swering myself back — Irvin 
Cobb, American writer and hu­
morist, 1876-1944

Second class postage paid at the Post Office in Nebraska City, Nebr 
PutjMsneo ever/ evening (except Saturday) and on Sunday

Nebraska P ress Association, inland P ress Association; 
National Ed 'toria i Association. Audit Bureau of C irculation Leased W ire 
Service of the Associated P re ss  and N E A  Feature Service

keproduct>on ift whole or in part of the contents of the Nebraska City 
Oaw&.pre&s *s exprs&siy toc&idden unless prior perm ission  Is-obtalited

C IR C U L A T IO N  R A T E S  Single  copy, IS c e W s ^ y  carrier, *3 a month In 
advance by m ail in Nebraska  C ity trading area, $28.00; outside.trading 

■ w a (34 00 pet year

Th'e Prayer

For Today From

In thi^is Jove not that we loved God but that he loved us ”
' 1 .John 4 1U RSV i

PRAYER Dear Father, help us to wake each morning with a 
song of praise to You in our hearts And may we be open to- 
You during each day so Your light and love can shine through 
us to others Amen

ty that business will have to 
pay a price for concessions to 
its demands for celief on the 
double taxation of dividends 
and a cut from the present 70 
per cent to around' 50 per cent 
in the highest marginal rate of 
income tax This, it seems, 
w il l  include le g is la tio n  
against tax breaks on the 
overseas profits of mul­
tinational companies with 
American headquarters, and 
also  higher tax rates on 
capital gains Those who 
stand to lose more than they 
gain are predictably calling 
this too steep a price to pay 
for the concessions they want.

Since the Revenue Act of 
1921. realized capital gains 
have been subject to preferen­
tially low rates -of tax On a 
long-term capital gain, now 
defined as the gain on an asset 
held for at least nine months, 
but to be lengthened to 12 
months in 1978, the tax rate is 
generally half that on earned 
income

There is edginess on Wall 
Street that this investment 
“ in c e n t iv e ,”  c a lle d  a 
“ loophole”  by its critics, will 
be withdrawn or cut back in

President Carter’s proposals 
This goes some way to explain 
the summer slide in the Dow 
Jones industrial average 

Brokers hooted Blumenthal 
when, in a recent speech to 
them, he committed the ad­
ministration to cut back 
“ d rastically”  on the tax 
breaks for capital gains They 
f e a r  th is  w il l  Jock  
shareholders into investments 
and make it harder for en­
trepreneurial companies to 
raise fresh venture capital 

Candidate Carter won many 
more votes than he lost when, 
at the. Democratic party's 
convention in New York last 
summer he described the 
United States tax system, 
most
^ d is g r a c e 'to  the human 
race ”  There is broad public 
support for the stated am­
bitions of his tax reforms 

The proposals, it is said, 
will on balance be helpful to 
business, but the administra­
tion cannot afford politically 
to leave itself vulnerable to 
the charge that Its moves 
represent a "handout to big 
business" or “ Robin Hood in 
reverse " i 

It has also to keep in mind 
President Carter's pledge that 
the federal ■budget, which is 
set for a deficit of above $60 
billion in the fiscal year that 
starts in October, will be 
balanced by the end of his first 
term

Both eco n o m ists  and 
political aides in the Ad­
ministration argue that in the 
real world business must ex­
pect to give up something in 
return for a further lowering 
of the tax rate in the highest 
income brackets, which went, 
as high as 90 per cent in the 
1950s, and for a tighter burden 
on their shareholders, whose 
returns are now taxed twice, 
first as corporate profits and 

'then again as individual in­
come when the profits as dis­

tributed as dividends
Yet an irony remains. The 

ensuing legislation will take at 
least a year, and probably 
lon ger, to wind its  w ay 
through Congress, and the 
poorer the performance of the 
American economy during 
this period the better will be 
business’s chances of winning 
amendments in Congress for 
still more generous tax treat­
ment.

Whatever happens, business 
can look forward to a fair 
hearing from the chairman of 
the House Ways and Means 
Committee anid the Senate 
Finance Committee,.who will 
handle most of the tax reform 
proposals at their legislative.

’  . **
But neither Congress nor 

the administratiQn can do 
fRuch directly to influence the 
tax policies ndjpeal
governments and it is at these 
levels , not the federal level, 
th a t the A m e r ic a n  ta x  
system is most in need of 
reform.

Two-thirds of all taxes are 
collected  by the fed era l 
government, but state and 
local taxes have beeh rising at 
a much more rapid pace dur­
ing thepast 30 years and these 
are the taxes that are most 
weighted against the poor, 
paticularly in the Southern 
states

Hie big fish in the lake at the 
fairgrounds is the real thing and 
Sid Suedmeier of Nebraska City 
has a picture to prove it.

The newspaper picture and 
story show Sid’s father, Ernest, 
with the 50-pound cat taken from 
the Auburn lake about two years 
ago.

“ The rule Is  real," Sid says. 
“ If you catch him, you gotta put 
him back.”

The elder Mr Syedm eier, 
retired from the gas company at 
Auburn, cqught the Big Cat with 
a doughball for bait on a 12- 
pound test line. He played and 
pulled for 35 minutes before 
landing him.

He’s still Ashing....but hasn’t 
had the second chance.

+  +  +
The walnut tre^s — —>-

Harry Roos stopj>ed in the 
other day to ask about removal 
of walnut tre i^ JfiS foQ ^ sm ew  
Park. We checked with Sev 
Sorensen, chairman of the Tree 
board, and no walnut trees have 
been cut down or removed.

A study is being made on the 
trees with the end result that 
there will be a number of dead or 
dying walnuts to get the ax. That 
study is a necessity to provide a 
guide on the proper way of tree 
maintenance.

An earlier report showed that 
at Riverview park there are 197 
walnut trees (they make up 55 
per cent of the tree population) 
with a $200,000 value. The report 
also showed that only 34 per cent 
of the walnuts are good growing 
shape, while only 12 per cent are 
dead or dying. That study was 
made by the University E x ­
tension Forestry Department. 

+  +  +

Makeing a comeback —
J  Ray Duncan has been on his

* back long enough, he feels, and 
is looking forward to getting his 
strength back and returning to 
the post he loves so much, Adam 
Schellinger Post No. 8.

R ay suffered a strokerecently 
and that retarded the strength in 
his right arm  and leg. An op­
timist always (he’s really a 
Rotarian) R ay tells about his 
therapy in his usual “ give ’em 
hell, Dune”  tone and is looking 
forward to the first Wednesday 
of the month for the Legion 
meeting.

Ray retired after many years 
at the News-Press, but has been 
a frequent visitor to our office.

Sure has been quiet around 
here.

Same at the Legion meeting
Hurry back, Dune 

+  +  +
The mailman —

Congratulations to Harold 
“ Shorty”  Groves on his 
retirement from the U.S. Postal 
Service TTie story about Shorty 
and his job were featured 
recently in the News-Press.

Shorty is well known to all of 
us for his trumpet. Hie Legion 
meeting without “ tap s”  by 
Shorty is pretty dry.

As the story said, he’s played 
with a lot of bands. We 
remember him best with Sonny 
Hill on the trombone They 
played most of the' evening at 
dances without music sheets.

+  +  +
A happy ending —

Mr and Mrs Aaron Rose had a 
visitor last week, her nephew 
Ja c k  Kastner, form erly of 
Burbank and now a New Yorker.

They hadn’t seen Mr Kastner 
for a number of years and when 
they lost contact, the search 
seemed to fizzle. That is-, until 
Mrs Rose called the News-Press 
and asked about a newspaper in 

- . B u s b e ^ ^ L » 3 iS»!l8HMtner 
worked at one time.

Our newspaper reference book 
didn’t have him on the 

.m anagem ent list, so we
* suggested a letter to the paper 

asking about him
Mrs Rose did one better. She 

wrote a Letter to the Editor.
It got action. There were some 

calls and a few weeks later Mr 
Kastner stopped in Omaha on a 
California to New York flight, 
then visited for a few days in 
Nebraska City. •

There were some happy days 
in the Rose home last week.

+  +  +

school’s 
open

The optimist —
“ Cousin”  Paul Knoll is a true 

optim ist. He disregards the 
forecast for rain, reads his 
Horoscope from Bob 
Poggemeyer, dons his straw hat 
and drives away in his con­
vertible...with the top down (He 
has been known to get 
“ caught” )

+  +  +
The stooped position —

Jim  Eilers, Son of Mr and Mrs 
John Eilers, spent an enjoyable 
six weeks in Japan during the 
summer on. a Lions youth ex­
change program 

The NCHS student reported on 
his tripTecently at the Optimist 
club and did, a fine job of 
recording his trip and telling 
others about it.

He discovered quickly that he 
was “noticeable”  among the 
Japanese. His six-foot “framfe 
puts him head and shoulders 
above the oriental people 

He also discovered something 
else while living with two dif­
ferent families — unless he

stooped as he entered doorways, 
he walked into the upper part of 
The door frame 

And he discovered he was 
“ r e c o g n iz a b le ”  a m o n g  
Americans because when he 
returned to the U.S he stooped 
as he went through' the je t’s 
hatch

"The plane .crew about 
cracked up. ' Jim  reported 
“ They knew I had been in 
Japan "

f  + +■
The diehard —

Back in the depression years, 
a government census taker was 
making the founds in Miner- 
sville asking all sorts of personal 
questions 

Henry Schemmel wasn't home 
(probabh at the still) so the 
pappr was Ml with a note on 
mailing it to the government 

A few days later the census 
taker got the form and one 
answer set him back 

"What is R F D 
Mr Sthem m el's answ er 

"Ranklin Felano Doosevelt "

I  H EALTH
Lawrence E. Lamb. M D

Q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  h y s t e r e c t o m y

By Lawrence E. Lamb, M D
DEAR DR LAMB -  Mv 

doctor has informed me I need 
a hysterectomy and I would 
like to ask a few questions

Will there be any changes in 
the body other than not being 
able to have periods0 Will I 
have a tendency to gain 
weight9 Should sex relations 
be the same except for not 
h a v in g  to w o rry  ab o u t 
pregnancy9 I've never had a 
problem

Will I still get nervous and 
jittery when it would be time 
for a-penod normally? Will 1 
still get migraine headaches”
I only get them near my 
period? Will I have to be on 
any medication and if so for 
how long"’ Will I have to use a 
lubricant9 I don't need one 
now

I have four children and 
h ave  a lw ays had heav> 
periods. So I'm  looking 
forward to this operation and 
I'm positive I’m going to get 
along fine and feel better for 
it -1 like sex

DEAR READER -  With 
the healthy attitude you have 
you should do very well At 
titude has a lot to do with how 
well women do after such 
operations.

If the uterus alone is remov 
ed and the ovaries are left in 
place, undamaged by surgery 
you should continue to react 
as you always have except fo r 
the absence of menstruation 
The uterus is not an endocrine 
organ It does not form hor 
mones Female character 
istics are related to fpmale 
hormones from the ovaries, 
and after they quit func­
tioning, the adrenal glands 
The uterus has nothing to do 
with it

Confusion arises from two- 
facts The doctor may remove 
the ovaries at the time of a 
hysterectomy In that case the 
woman may need rep lace­
m ent fem ale h orm ones 
depending upon the amount of 
hormones and type produced 
by her adrenal glands The 
other fact is that women who 
need a hysterectomy are often

approaching the menopause 
The o v ir if s  would quit func 
turning about that tune with-or 
without an operation Ovarian 
function stops just as surely 
as if the sut>:onn removed 
them

If a womans ovaries are 
healtht m<1 still functioning 
and aie not i f  moved simply 
removing the uterus should 
have vor\ little otfoct on the 
bodv at all If vour ovaries are 
left in vou sho.ild be the same 
except (or i I u k of periods 
t-nfortmi'leU that w+H in­
clude the tu n , us tension vou 
speak of ami the migraine 
headaches 

Since vou are approaching 
that age wliethei vout doctor 
plans on rem oving your 
ovaries r -mt uni will be in 
terested in the fai ts about the 
menopause I am sending you 
The Health l.etU'i number 5- 
12 Menopause •"'tlieis who 
want llus issue in send 50 
cents with i Ion*: stomped
self addressed envelope for it 
to P O Ko\ 1S51 Radio Citv 
'station New \ .i \ \  10019 

Some ioitors believe that 
when a livsterei lotnv is need 
ed in a woman approaching 
the menopause it is better to 
remove the e\ irtes too The 
idea is based oil the fac t that 
the ovaries will not serve anv 
further useful purpose once 
they have become inactive 
with thi' menopause They re 
main onh as ,t possible source 
of ( am e• 1 1 • i U .mages of a 
few moi. [i i i.Hi- it even a 
couple mote vears ot ovarian 
function compared to the 
dangers of av man i ancer 
may not justifv leaving, them 
behind Ovarian < ancer is one 
of the most difficult cancers 
to detect e.irlv and to treat 
The hormonal turn tions of the 
ovaries can be adecjuatelv 
replaced

i P i  I a m h a n s u f i s  
representative letters of 
general interest in his column 
Write to him in iare  of this 
newspaper I'D  ltox 1551 
Radio Citv Station New York 
\ \  10019 •

Berry’s World

drive carefully
A Public Safety 
Message on behalf 
of Nebraska 
school children

© tg/’ t)v Nl A Irtt

"In the yjords o f G eo rg e  M cGoverr 
behind.you one th o u sa n d  pei c e n t ’

Pfirt i m


